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MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING

This MEMORANDUM 0F UNDERSTANDING {MQU) entered into on the 27 Day of

August 2021 between:

AFRICAN-ASIAN RURAL OEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (hereinafter referred to

as "AARD0"), a rural centric inter-governmental autonomous organization located at 2,

State Guest Houses Complex, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110 021, India and

represented by Secretary General, AARDO and shall include its lawful representatives

and permitted assignees;

AND

THE INDIAN INSTITUTE 0F TECHNOL0GY MAORAS (hereinafter referred to as

"llTM"), an academic and research institute constituted by the Government of India

located at Chennai 600 036 and represented by the Director (hereinafter refened to as

"llrM') and shall include its lawful representatives and permitted assignees;

AARD0 and llrM shall hereinafter referred to singularly as ,,the party" and

collectively as "the Parties".

WHEREAS

African-Asian Rural Development Organization, New Delhi is mandated to deverop

understanding among members for better appreciation of each olher's problems and to

explore, collectively, opportunities for coordination of efforts for the welfare and

eradication of thirst, hunger, illiteracy, disease and poverty amongst rural people in the

African-Asian region. The Organization comprises thirty three (33) members, whicn
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,nciude thirtv one {31) countries namely, Burkina Faso, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia,

Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mauritius, Morocco , Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra

Leone, Sudan, Tunisia and Zambia from Africa, and Bangladesh, R.0. China (Tatwan1,

rndia, lraq, Jordan, R.O. Korea, Lebanon, Malaysia, Oman, Palestine, Pakistan, Sri

Lanka, Syria and Yemen from Asia, as the full members, and, Korea Rural Communrty

Corporation (KRC), R.0. Korea and The Agricultural Bank of Sudan (ABS), Sudan as

Associate Members.

llTM, established under the Institutes of Technology Act 1961, has been recognizec as

an rnstitute of Eminence by the Government of India. lt has been regularly working on

creating technolqy-based solutions for sustainable development. One of llTM's

initiatives, is to enable discussions and interaction Webinars through SIDDHI {Self-

reliant India: Discussions and Dialogues for Humane Innovations). that engages with

experts to understand and advance, inclusive, equitable and sustainable developmenr

wrih technological interventions. The Rural Technology Action Group (RuTAG) at llTM

provides science and technolqy interventions in rural areas. The llTM Research Park,

wnere the brightest minds and leading innovators collaborate to develop scalable and

unique technology-based solutions. Further, the Rural Technology and Busrness

lncubator (RTBI), registered noffor-profit society, established in Oct 2006, missions to

incubate start-ups with focus to rmpact rural underserved societal segments and

leverag in g I CT (l nformation and Comm u nication Technolog ies).

CONSIDERING the mutual interest in the fields of agriculture and rural developmeni in

AARDO Member Countries, both the Organizations agree to cooperate and collaborate

with each other with a view to achieving their common objectives, in particular with

regard to address the challenges through technological innovations, solutions and

interventions and capacity enhancement to benefit and strengthen rural communitres:

HAVING lN tllND the fact that both the organizations have common mandate,
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DESIROUS of establishing cordial ties, strengthening cooperation and initiating

collaboration between the two Organizations for the benefit of rural communities,

farmers, executives, functionaries and policy makers of the Member Countrres in Afrrca

ano Asia,

;ONSIDERING their common interest in addressing the challenges facing the Member

Countries through cooperation and collaboration in the areas of agriculture and rural

developnent.

RECOGNIZING the need for enhancing the self-reliance, economic resilience and

social well-being of the people through sustainable livelihoods, quality of life and healthy

environment in the Member Countrres;

CONVINCED that the development and strengthening of their cooperation would be of

mutual benefit to bring about better coordination and efficient implementation of

resoective resolutrons.

AARDO and llTM hereby agree to cooperate in capacity building & knowledge ano

oissemination, diffusion and transfer of appropriate/adaptable & affordable technologies

for agricultural and rural development in the Member Countries in accordance with the

terms of this Agreement as below:

Now, therefore, for good and valuable consideration, both the parties hereby

agree into the following:

Article I

1' Objectives of Cooperation: The objectives of cooperatron of this Agreement shall

0e:

1.1. collaboration for knowledge partnership through exchange of knowledge &

experlences, capacny enhancement and technological interventions in the fields of
agricultural and rural developnent and transfer of technoogy.
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t.2. To act as a Forum to facilitate exchange of views and ideas for continuinp

dialogues on South-South and Triangular modelof Cooperation for agricultural and rurat

oeveiopment.

Article ll

2. Areas of Cooperation:

Both the Parties shall cooperate with each other through their appropriate

organs to realize the mutual interests in the field of agriculture and rurat

oevelopment in the following main areas:

Technological interventions in the areas of fisheries, energy, livestock,

serrculture, aquaculture, transportation, sustainable agriculture, rural settlemenr,

fmd processing & value-addition, water & waste management, diffusion and

transfer models/channels for effective adoption of innovative, affordable and

appropriate technologles, etc,

For the purpose of implementing the co-operation in respect of any areas statecj

in Article 2.1 above, the Parties shall enter into a legally binding and definitive

agreement subject to the terms and conditions as mutually agreed upon by the

Parties including clauses on "confidentiality", "suspension", "protection of

intellectual property rights" and "settlement of disputes" before entering into

any specifrc programme.

Adicle lll

Instruments and Form of Cooperation.

Both the Parties qree to consider and use the following instruments:

organization of Human Resource Deveropment, capacity Enhancement,

Education & Trainrng programmes;

2.2.
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Organization of international, regional and 0n-The-Spot (OTS)lin-country

training programmes/workshops to strengthen the institutional capacity of the

Member Countries in sustainable agriculture and ruraldevelopmenr;

Organization of Workshops/Seminars/ConferencesiRoundtables for various

levels of participation and different levels of coverage such as Internationah

Regional/National levels;

iv) Joint lmplementation of Technology-based Development Pilot Projects by

utilizing each othe/s human, technical and financial resources, subject to

modalities, towards achieving common goals;

vi Conducting research for action research studies of specific 0r common interest;

vi) Exchange of subject experts/specialists for sharing of knowledge, expertise

and experrences;

vti) Exchange of scholars/students/volunteers to assist in adoption of technology

solutions and implementation of joint tech-based development pilot prolecrs,

training of grassroots functionaries/beneficiaries, and learning from varied

expenences;

vtii) Exchange programmes and internships for students with universities and

institutes in the Member Counrnes:

rx) Technical support in project formulations and consultancy in the area of policy

formulation;

x) Strengthening instltutional networking for enhanced collaboration in the fields of

agrrcuiture and rural development; and

xi) Any other form agreed to by the parties.

Article lV
lmplementation

AARDO and llT Madras shall, subject to mutual agreement on caseto-case basis,
undertake joint activities and cooperate in the implementation of specific programmes/
projecrs in the fields of agricurture and rurar deveropment.

;i)

rii)
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,Article V

5. Financial Arrangement:

a.1 This Memorandum of Understanding shall not automatically give rise to anv

financial obligation by one Party to other, unless othenrvise agreed upon by

both the Parties in writinq.

5.2 Each Party shall bear its own cost and expenses in relation to ihis

Memorandum of Understanding unless otherwise agreed between the

Parties in writing,

5.3 The Parties shall discuss on the sharing of costs before each

activity/engagement

Afticle Vl

Duration & Termination of the Agreement:

6.1 This Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect on the date of signing

and will remain in effect for a period of five (5) years. This Memorandum of

understanding can be further extended as may be agreed in writing by the parties.

6.2 This Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated by either pafi giving

wntten notice to the other at least six (6) months prior to the proposed date of

termination.

Article Vll

7. Intellectual PropertyRights (tpR)

;' 1 The protection of intellectual property rights shall be enforced in conformity with

the respective national legislations and laws prevailing in the concerned countries, rures

an0 regulations of both the parties:
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i.2 Notwithstanding anything in Article 7.1 above, the intellectual property rights in

respect of any technological develognent, and any products and services development,

carried out:

(a) Jointly by the Parties or research results obtained through the joint activity/effort of

the parties will be jointly owned by the Parties in accordance with the terms to be

mutually agreed upon; and

(b) Solely and separately by the Pafty or the research results obtained through the sote

and separate efforts of the Party will solely be owned by the Party concerned.

Article Vlll

8. Se{tlement of Disputes:

Anv difference or dispute between the Pa(ies concerning the interpretation andlor

implementation and/or application of any of the provisions of this Memorandum of

Understanding shall be settled amicably through mutual consultation and/or

negotiations between the Parties at (New Delhi/Chennair

Article lX

9. Revision and Amendment:

This Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual written consent of both ine

Organizations, through an exchange of Notes between the organizations.

Article X

10. Amendment

Further the term of this Mou may be amended with the approval of both parties, by

means of exchange of letters.
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N WITNESS WHEREOF. THE PARTIES HEREINFORE MENTIONED HAVE AFFIXED

IHEIR SIGNATURE on the day, month and year mentioned below

Signed on 27 August 202i.

F
':,",r and on behalf of

African-Asi an Rural Development

0rganization (AARDO)

Ir. Manoi Nardeosingh

Secretary General

For and on behalf of

Indian Institute of Technology Madras (llTMl

q6ri4, Dlroctor
mfr{ Crdrffi dsem qrrs

Ef Hhlts cf Tectrfrology t4a6rg

Pte{fssor Bh askar Ram am urthi
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Annexure t

$cholarship for
M.S (by research) Programme
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4nnexure I

Scholarship for M.S (by research) Fragramme

TVHEREAS AARD0 and llT Madras {hereinafter referred to as "both parties") are cornmitted to work

towads poverty rduction and have jclined hands to make concerted dfats through participation oy

young elgible $udentdofficers from /rARDO member countries in the " It|.S (by research) Programme

(hereinafter referred to as "Programme"), beirg organized at llT Madras to build-up thar capaity and

nunure them as globd leaders to play a prvotal role in rural &velopment ircluding comfutng poverty ad

woking for the betterment d tne poor

WHEREAS both parties have felt the need of MRD0 member countries for buildingup capacitres of

dynamic young eligible $udents/officers and nutunng then as gldal leaders to play a pivotd roie rn

comoating porerty and wo*ing for tle bdterment of llrepmr thror.rgh the Progranrne at llT Madras.

THEREF0RE both parties fnra agreed to csrenl the collaborafre approach for the parlcipatron of

MRD0 sponsored candidates to the frl,S (by research) Programme at llT Madras for tln next rrve

(05) yean for tre larger benefit of MRD0 member countries. Horever, the programme conlinuation wrll

be determined anntnlly basd on the perfonnance d th programnre and budgetary consideranons,

SECTION I "DEFINITIONS''

This Anrpxun shall be knoln and read as the "schdarshp for M.s (by research) prggranme- b€{w00i,
tlT Mdras ard MRN for the partlcipatbn in tlp ftqramrne by eligible students/officers from
AfricanAsim rnerd€r cantries.

SECIION II -ORGANIZATION 
OF THE PROGRAMME'

lhe Progranme s'dr h qen for parriciprim by MRD0 mffter c*ntds d ,rT Mdras every yetr
with effect from Januxy 2022.

The duration of the Proganme shall h of rp btran years as detsmined bv llT Madras. An extension
may be possible atthe considsation of llT Madras,
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{ARDO mav nomimte candidates to llT Madras and the selection of r.p to 3 suitable studentdoflicers for

the ftogramne shall be made as per selmtion cntena of llT Madras under intimatjon to MRD0, Tle

number of dected cardidates may exceed 3 on the mutual agreement o{ llT Madras and MRDO, Alr

4ptrcants to the M.S (Research) programfire will follor the same norms for selection and academic

requirements as pw rules and procdures instrtuted by llT Mmras.

SECTION III "EVALUATION OF THE PROGRAMME''

Both parties sfnll un&rtake separate evaluation on the cmclusion o{ the kogramnre and slnre theii

,indings wrth each oths for further improvement.

Soth palies shall make their best effqts to rdse avareness among tfp member counkies about the

useurress ild afria€rne"rh d tlis jcint ProEmme.

SECTION IV ''LIABILITE$ OF AARDO"

MRDO mry nominate cardidates evey yeatothe progranme organizedby llT Madras

MRDO stull requmt its member cqrntdes to fon*,ard particulars of suitable carrcf,dates wfp meet the

pescribed digihlity critaia for adnrsion directly on-line to llT Madras under intimation to MRDo.

MRD0 shdlfollorrv-upthe nomindions wrth llT Madras for therracceprance.

MRDo shall provrde both ways air tickets to its selected partcipants to travd to C hennai, Indra and

back to their regeclive cq;ntdes while llT Mdras shall waive the international student tuition fee and

goude trcm wih a fdlornshp equivdert to the MS {by research) stipend gven to llTM students as a livrng

dbrarrce for two years' Horcver, dher expensm incurred during the travel and bdore aid at llT Maoras

sMl hbome by he$*rb/d6sardor hshs regectrve cu,rntry govervnent.
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SECTION V "LIABILITIES OF IIT MANRAS''

iiT Mdras shall ananp to intinpte AARD0 Secretadat Sout the schedule of the Program prefaably

srx (06) months inadvarne enSling MRD0 toinvitelanange suitable nodnations from itsmenber

countdes. Fu tfn fint year he Parties will discuss and set out tfe schedde on a mutually agreeable bass.

llT Madras shall intimate the MRDO Secretarid tln change$anendrnents, if any, in the trmet$ie oi ns

Programne, prefu&ly three (03) months prior to the conrnencement of the Programrne endling

AARDO to make relevant anangemats accordingl y,

llT Madras shall receive nominatrons of the candidates in duly filled-in prescribed profonna irom

AARDO as per schedde. After due considention, llT Madras shall, in dw time, notify /rARDO of the

accqted candidates, llT Madras will advrse and assst students/olficers for visa purpses.

lhefellomhip granted to AARDO participants of the Programme by llT Madraswill waive the

intsnational student tuitron fee and prwi& them with a fdlonship quivalent to the MS (by research)

slpend given to donpstic sturlentdofficers as a living allsilance fs two years. Hovarer, exterdd

funding may be cwsidered by llT Madras on a cas*tocase basis, Ihe stu&nt muslattffid classes in llT

Madras in person to recave tfre Hlorvship.

Studetdofiicen world be rquird to opff an Indian bank acount 0n anivd at llT Madns ad intimate

tle details to recave the fellorvshp.

Students/offben sfnll cover the cost o{ cowse material, board & lodging, local lransputations, nedicai

insurance witr mont*y living experses for the duratim d ttre program at ltT Madas, Sfudentdofficers wih

covs al costs incldir€ tuition for an extension beyond two years. This is also s$ject to fre strdent

complyrrE wih the njes and rEdatons d lll Ma&as and all 4flicdle laivs including in relation to tne

vsa reryirements.
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-he 
students/officers mustsatisfactorilv complete the program in adherence to the rules and regulations

srpulated by llT Madras to obtan the degree

Done and signed on the27 Aug u st 202 1

ror and on behalfof

African-Asian Rural Develooment

Organization (AARDO)

For and on behalfof

Indian Institute of Technology Madras (llTM)

5?
Dr. ManojNardeosingh

Secretary General

nr<t) v7\\Y'\)Zrrofessor Bhaskar Ramamurthi

Director Hull F.rtresfiar

fi[dE drdfttot s*ern qrtQ
hiler lnc0tute of Technology MadrF
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